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On January 29, 2024, a pivotal seminar on "Expectations from the
Government for Urban Health and Water-Sanitation," and a reception
program for Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Member of Parliament (MP) and
President of BUHN, was staged at the InterContinental Hotel in
Shahbag, Dhaka, hosted by the Bangladesh Urban Health Network
(BUHN). The event, scheduled from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM (BST),
honoring Md. Abul Kalam Azad, MP, Former Principal Secretary,
Government of Bangladesh; President of BUHN, as the Chief Guest and
Prof. Dr. Jamaluddin Chowdhury, President, Swachip, Md. Ashadul
Islam, Former Secretary, MoHFW and Dr. Khairul Islam, Regional
Director, WaterAid, South Asia region, as the Special Guest. Moreover,
the Guest of Honor of the program were A.F.M Alauddin Khan,
Additional Secretary & Project Director of UPHCSDP-II; AKM
Nurunnabi Kabir, Additional Secretary(Administration), Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare and Dr. Md Enamul Haque, Director General
(Additional secretary)- Health Economics Unit, Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare. The seminar was ornamented with 3 insightful
presentations from A.F.M Alauddin Khan, Additional Secretary &
Project Director of UPHCSDP-II; Partha Hefaz Shaikh, Director (Policy
and Advocacy) from WaterAid, and Dr. Sayed Rubayet, the Country
Director of Ipas Bangladesh regarding "Urban Health Scenario and its
Sustainability”, “Health and Water, Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH)" and
"Improving Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights in Dhaka"
respectively. This seminar aimed to shed light on the challenges such as
inadequate primary healthcare for the urban population, poor sanitation,
housing issues, lead poisoning due to rapid urbanization, and substantial
gaps in child immunization and maternal healthcare in slum areas. 
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Bi-weekly knowledge Sharing Virtual Seminar Session 
Urban Health and Upcoming 9th Five Years 

Plan in Bangladesh
The 1st Bi-weekly Knowledge Sharing Virtual Seminar of the Bangladesh Urban Health
Network's (BUHN) on Urban Health and the upcoming 9th Five Year Plan in
Bangladesh took place on January 16, 2024. The program was designed with
presentations and panel discussions, honoring Mr. Md. Mamunur Rashid, Joint
Secretary, MoHFW as the Chief Guest, Dr. Abu Jamil Faisel, Chairman and Treasurer,
Health 21 and Dr. Mohammad Zahirul Islam, Senior Program Officer, SIDA as the
panelist. Dr. Mohammad Sabbir Haider, Senior Scientific Officer (Epidemiology),
IEDCR and Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman, Team Leader at Aalo Clinics gave presentation
on “Urban Health in the Upcoming 5-Years Sector Plan” and “Present Urban Health
Scenario, Best Practices and Challenges in Bangladesh” respectively. The program was
moderated by Dr. Shamim Hayder Talukder, CEO of Eminence and Member Secretary
of BUHN.

Seminar on “Expectation from Government for 
Urban Health and Water-Sanitation”

and Reception Program of Md. Abul Kalam Azad, MP

https://buhn.org/bi-weekly-knowledge-sharing-virtual-seminar-session-urban-health-and-upcoming-9th-five-years-plan-in-bangladesh
https://buhn.org/seminar-on-expectation-from-government-for-urban-health-and-water-sanitation-and-reception-program-of-md-abul-kalam-azad-mp
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A city region food system approach recognizes that
there is great diversity between contexts, the nature of
urbanisation, sizes of urban centres (from small and

intermediate towns to megacities), types of food
systems, and nature of ties with the surrounding

countryside and rural populations.
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Air quality is the biggest environmental health risk in
Asia and the Pacific. Four billion people or 92% of those

living in the region, are exposed to air pollution levels
that endanger their health.
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International Update
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Over 40 ministers met yesterday in Dubai in support of
subnational climate action, joining the COP28

Presidency and partners including UN-Habitat to
announce a series of partnerships to accelerate the net-

zero transition and climate resilience in cities.

Key Stakeholder Message

My name is Quazi Maksudur Rahman. I pursued my
Bachelor Degree in Public Health (BPH) and Master Degree
in Public Health (MPH) as well as continuing my Master of
Philosophy (MPhil) from the Department of Public Health

and Informatics, Jahangirnagar University. As a public
health enthusiast, currently I am working as a Lecturer in the
Department of Public Health at Atish Dipankar University

of Science and Technology.

Read More

Food for the Cities Programme Managing Air Quality and its Impacts on Health, Climate Change and
Nature, and Food Security in Asia and the Pacific

COP28 announces partnerships for net-zero
transition and climate resilience in cities

Cities Leading the Way Towards Healthy Food
Environments for Children

Urbanization is changing the face of malnutrition.
Two case studies are helping to build an

understanding of the role cities can play in creating
healthy food environments for all children.

The Story of Quazi Maksudur Rahman

https://unhabitat.org/news/07-dec-2023/cop28-announces-partnerships-for-net-zero-transition-and-climate-resilience-in
https://www.fao.org/3/i5502e/i5502e.pdf
https://www.adb.org/news/features/managing-air-quality-impacts-health-climate-change-nature-food-security-asia-pacific
https://eatforum.org/learn-and-discover/cities-leading-the-way-towards-healthy-food-environments-for-children/
https://buhn.org/key-stakeholder-message-36
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Bangladesh capital most polluted as
toxic smog engulfs South Asian cities

Why the obesity crisis threatens the
world’s financial stability

The capitals of India and Bangladesh are
blanketed by a thick layer of toxic smog, as

air quality plummets in both New Delhi
and Dhaka.Dhaka briefly emerged as the
world’s most polluted city on Wednesday,

with a “hazardous” index level of 325,
according to Swiss climate monitor IQAir.

The economic impact of obesity and excess
weight is fast approaching £98 billion,

nearly four per cent of GDP. It is surging
to become a significant threat to financial

stability across the world.

National News  International News

1.We need a fresh drive to protect environment
2.Why Bangladesh is seeing such a cold winter
3.Dhaka’s air is getting too toxic for our lungs

1.Message for 2024: Empowering tomorrow’s cities
2.Some overlooked good news from 2023: Six countries

knock out 'neglected' diseases
3.Asbestos in drinking water: What does it mean for

human health?

Reimagined in America Webinars Break the Cycle: Africa

On February 9 at 12:30 p.m. ET,
they will be exploring how

communities across the U.S. are
embracing youth power and global

ideas to drive inclusive and
community-driven climate solutions.

Thy are in the process of partnering with
colleagues in Zambia and South Africa

to establish a Break the Cycle Africa
program with a virtual conference,

planned for July 17 & 18 2024.

The 10th World Water Forum

Time to form a national cancer 
control strategy

Rising cases of cancer pose a big 
threat to Bangladesh.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/obesity-crisis-threatens-global-financial-stability/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/27/bangladesh-capital-most-polluted-as-toxic-smog-engulfs-south-asian-cities
https://www.breakthecycleprogram.org/btc-international?mc_cid=a3f222ab03&mc_eid=01c50c4d4e
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/time-form-national-cancer-control-strategy-3535606
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/how-we-work/learning-and-evaluation/learning-across-global-borders/reimagined-in-america-webinars.html?channelid=xgo&cid=1003871&mc_cid=a3f222ab03&mc_eid=01c50c4d4e
https://worldwaterforum.org/
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/we-need-fresh-drive-protect-environment-3524596
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/why-bangladesh-seeing-such-cold-winter-3526321
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/dhakas-air-getting-too-toxic-our-lungs-3510601
https://unhabitat.org/news/31-dec-2023/message-for-2024-empowering-tomorrows-cities
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2024/01/03/1222646366/some-overlooked-good-news-from-2023-six-countries-kayo-neglected-diseases#:~:text=It%20proved%20a%20pivotal%20one,of%20%22neglected%20tropical%20diseases.%22
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2024/01/03/1222646366/some-overlooked-good-news-from-2023-six-countries-kayo-neglected-diseases#:~:text=It%20proved%20a%20pivotal%20one,of%20%22neglected%20tropical%20diseases.%22
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240124-asbestos-in-drinking-water-an-overlooked-health-risk
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240124-asbestos-in-drinking-water-an-overlooked-health-risk
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1.Rural-Urban Differences in Prevalence and
Associated Factors of Underweight and

Overweight/Obesity among Bangladeshi Adults:
Evidence from Bangladesh Demographic and Health

Survey 2017-2018
2.Preterm birth and neonatal mortality in

selected slums in and around Dhaka City of
Bangladesh: A cohort study

3.Serosurveillance among urban slum and non-
slum population immunized with COVID-19

vaccines in Bangladesh

1.The Conservation, Food and 
Health Foundation

2.Mid-Term Evaluation of the
 PARIBARTAN Project

Junior Consultant (public engagement), 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

National Project Manager
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377533074_Preterm_birth_and_neonatal_mortality_in_selected_slums_in_and_around_Dhaka_City_of_Bangladesh_A_cohort_study
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377533074_Preterm_birth_and_neonatal_mortality_in_selected_slums_in_and_around_Dhaka_City_of_Bangladesh_A_cohort_study
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377180722_Serosurveillance_among_urban_slum_and_non-slum_population_immunized_with_COVID-19_vaccines_in_Bangladesh
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377180722_Serosurveillance_among_urban_slum_and_non-slum_population_immunized_with_COVID-19_vaccines_in_Bangladesh
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377180722_Serosurveillance_among_urban_slum_and_non-slum_population_immunized_with_COVID-19_vaccines_in_Bangladesh
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